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Arms Act is an important piece of leg-
islation that will address the growing 
problem of junk lawsuits filed with the 
intention of driving the firearms indus-
try out of business. I thank Senator 
CRAIG and Senator BURNS for their ef-
forts to ensure this legislation is ad-
dressed and moved through Congress. 

This act does not curtail the legal 
rights of victims who suffer injuries 
from the actions of firearm or ammuni-
tion manufacturers. The purpose of 
this legislation is to prevent the mul-
tiple lawsuits that have materialized 
which name the firearms and ammuni-
tion industries as defendants and at-
tempt to hold these industries liable 
for the criminal acts of a third party. 

These frivolous lawsuits target the 
legitimate firearm and ammunition in-
dustries in attempts to destroy these 
industries. If firearm and ammunition 
manufacturers were forced to pay for 
the criminal acts of third parties, the 
concept of fairness would be elimi-
nated. The impact of these suits would 
also affect this country economically 
and socially. Any limitation of one’s 
constitutional right to bear arms is not 
acceptable. The destruction of the fire-
arms and ammunition industries would 
cause many Americans to lose their 
jobs. In addition, if the firearms and 
ammunition industries were destroyed, 
the right to lawfully bear arms may be 
curtailed. Many Alaskans depend upon 
the right to bear firearms for subsist-
ence purposes as well as for self-de-
fense. 

Courts across the Nation are wasting 
valuable time on frivolous lawsuits. At 
this time, 28 States have enacted legis-
lation to prevent frivolous lawsuits 
against the firearms and ammunition 
industries based on the criminal behav-
ior of others. I encourage all of my col-
leagues to join me and take a stand 
against the lawsuits that attempt to 
abuse the legal system of this great 
country, by supporting the Protection 
of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act.

f 

THEY’RE TOO SMART FOR THAT 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, last 
month the American Academy of Pedi-
atrics published a survey reporting 
that most parents believe that their 
children would not touch a gun they 
found. Unfortunately, these beliefs are 
inconsistent with other studies of the 
way kids actually react around guns, 
including a July 2002 report by the 
David and Lucille Packard Foundation. 

The American Academy of Pediatrics 
survey reported that an estimated one 
third of American homes with children 
contain at least one firearm and nearly 
half of all firearms in homes with chil-
dren are not stored safely. According 
to the article, 87 percent of respondents 
predicted that their children would not 
handle guns they found, whereas 13 per-
cent predicted that there was a chance 
their children would do so. Researchers 
grouped parents’ responses into three 
categories. First, 46 percent of respond-
ents said ‘‘my children would not touch 

guns because they’re too smart for 
that.’’ Second, 35 percent said ‘‘my 
children would not touch guns because 
I’ve told them not to.’’ And third, 11 
percent said, ‘‘my children would prob-
ably pick up or play with guns they 
found, because that’s just what kids 
do.’’ 

However, the earlier David and Lu-
cille Packard Foundation study dem-
onstrated that children often do not 
behave as their parents might believe. 
In fact, according to the foundation’s 
report, children and young people are 
actually likely to handle a gun if they 
find one. 

All parents want to ensure the safety 
of their children. One thing the Senate 
can do to help is pass common sense 
safe storage legislation for firearms. 
Under Senator DURBIN’s Child Access 
Prevention Act, adults who fail to lock 
up loaded firearms or an unloaded fire-
arm with ammunition could be held 
liable if that weapon is taken by a 
child and used to kill or injure him or 
herself or another person. The bill 
would also increase the penalties for 
selling a gun to a juvenile and create a 
gun safety education program that in-
cludes parent-teacher organizations, 
local law enforcement and community 
organizations. I support this bill, urge 
my colleagues to support it, and hope 
the Senate will act on it during the 
108th Congress.

f 

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT 
OF 2001 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the need for hate 
crimes legislation. In the last Congress 
Senator KENNEDY and I introduced the 
Local Law Enforcement Act, a bill that 
would add new categories to current 
hate crimes law, sending a signal that 
violence of any kind is unacceptable in 
our society. 

I would like to describe a terrible 
crime that occurred September 28, 2001 
in New York, NY. A Yemeni man was 
badly beaten in the Bronx while work-
ing at his newsstand. Before dragging 
him outside and hitting him in the 
head with a bottle, the assailants, 
three local men, yelled, ‘‘You Arabs get 
out of my neighborhood! We hate 
Arabs! This is war!’’ 

I believe that Government’s first 
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend 
them against the harms that come out 
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement 
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can 
become substance. I believe that by 
passing this legislation and changing 
current law, we can change hearts and 
minds as well.

f

ESTATE TAX REPEAL 

Mr. BAUCUS. I support estate tax re-
peal. But I am forced to vote against 
Senator KYL’s amendment for perma-
nent repeal because of two concerns. 
First, I am concerned about mounting 
deficits, and second, I believe that this 
amendment would result in payment 

reductions to rural providers under 
Medicare. 

The budget resolution we are debat-
ing today includes tax cuts that total 
$1.3 trillion. The budget also proposes 
that $725 billion of these tax cuts be en-
acted immediately, under the rec-
onciliation process. 

Two years ago, we passed a $1.3 tril-
lion tax cut. I supported that tax cut. 
But those were different times. We had 
a surplus. We did not foresee the sig-
nificant decline in revenues. Or the 
deficits that followed. 

This is not the time to reduce reve-
nues by $725 billion. It would hurt our 
budget and our economy. 

In order to prevent the passage of tax 
cuts that would drive up the deficit and 
hurt our economy, I believe that we 
must reduce the size of this tax cut. 

While Senator KYL has stated that he 
intends to pay for his amendment, I am 
concerned that his offset would have a 
negative impact on rural providers in 
Montana. The cost of his amendment is 
estimated to be $46 billion. And when 
asked how he proposed to offset this 
cost, he stated that it should come 
from a general fund for Finance Com-
mittee action. 

According to the Senate Budget Com-
mittee, this amendment would result 
in a negative allocation to the Finance 
Committee in 2009 through 2013. More 
specifically, the committee’s alloca-
tion for these years would be negative 
$22 billion. That’s minus $22 billion. 
Quite a deficit to overcome, and those 
savings would be difficult to find. 

Those of us who were here when the 
Balanced Budget Act of 1997 passed rec-
ognize full well that these savings 
would come from Medicare. An esti-
mated 90 percent of the savings passed 
by the Finance Committee in the 1997 
law came from the Medicare Program, 
through reductions in payments to pro-
viders. 

I would hesitate to cut the program a 
year before the baby boom generation 
starts to retire to finance a tax cut 
that we pass in 2003. Providers are cur-
rently facing severe reductions in Med-
icaid payments. They are coping with 
an uninsured rate that continues to 
climb, which means that they must 
shoulder an increasing burden of un-
compensated care. These problems may 
worsen by the time these cuts take ef-
fect. They may also improve. But we 
cannot know for sure. And looking at 
the current state of our health care 
system, I am simply not prepared to 
take the chance that providers can sus-
tain these cuts. 

Mr. President, let me reiterate that I 
support estate tax repeal, and I will 
continue to support thoughtful and re-
sponsible changes to tax policy. But I 
cannot support this amendment at this 
time.

f 

CITIZEN SOLDIER WEEK 
Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I take to 

the floor today to discuss the impor-
tance of acknowledging the tremen-
dous risks and sacrifices our men and 

VerDate Jan 31 2003 05:17 Mar 28, 2003 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00050 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G27MR6.102 S27PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4509March 27, 2003
women in our Armed Forces make to 
ensure our continued freedom. In these 
turbulent and difficult times it is more 
important than ever to express our sin-
cere and deep appreciation for the serv-
ice of our Guard, Reserve, and active 
military. 

To show our gratitude, I am pleased 
to announce that the first 7 days of 
June will be designated as Citizen Sol-
dier Week. Through the passage of my 
resolution, S. Res. 58, we will recognize 
the unique sacrifices of members of the 
Reserves and National Guard. 

Reserve and National Guard troops 
provide a substantial proportion of the 
combat forces required to carry out 
military operations. In doing so, many 
leave higher-paying jobs and place 
their civilian careers on hold to answer 
the call when our country needs their 
service. To begin providing the well-de-
served recognition for their service, my 
colleagues and I have worked to make 
the first week of June, 2003, Citizen 
Soldier Week. 

As I discuss this resolution and the 
importance of recognizing our citizen 
soldiers, I would like to make my col-
leagues aware of an active duty soldier, 
David S. Williams. David is a native of 
Chesapeake, VA who was captured by 
Iraqi forces after his AH–64 Apache at-
tack helicopter was downed in central 
Iraq. I would like to offer my heartfelt 
concern and hope to David’s family, 
and let them know I will do everything 
within my power to ensure David’s safe 
return to his loved ones and his mother 
in Chesapeake, VA. 

While David isn’t a reservist or Na-
tional Guardsman, his capture, and the 
effect it is having on his family and 
loved ones at home could happen to 
anyone who has the gumption to volun-
teer, serve, and defend our freedoms 
around the world. 

And for that, all American soldiers—
and their families—should be com-
mended and thanked. 

As our soldiers move closer and clos-
er to Baghdad and continue to meet 
treacherous resistance, I believe it ap-
propriate and right for the Senate to 
consider legislation to provide long 
overdue benefits to those who protect 
our cherished freedoms.

The Armed Forces Tax Fairness Act 
is an opportunity to provide our Armed 
Forces with logical tax relief to com-
pensate them for their tireless and dan-
gerous service to our country. 

The men and women who join our 
military services are constantly faced 
with uprooting their families, being 
shipped off to foreign lands for months 
at a time, and long and difficult hours 
on the job. The jobs performed by our 
troops are often extremely demanding 
and come with great risk. As we are 
seeing daily in our liberation of the 
Iraqi people, these missions come with 
the real potential of casualties. While 
no legislation can compensate for the 
risks taken by our Armed Forces, I be-
lieve this legislation provides our 
troops deserved relief from unfair and 
burdensome tax. 

The exclusion of tax from death gra-
tuity payments should have been im-
plemented generations ago. The free-
doms that every American enjoys are 
protected by the service and sacrifice 
of those brave Americans who lost 
their life for this country. For the Fed-
eral Government to tax any portion of 
a death gratuity payment is wrong and 
insulting. The debt owed to the men 
and women who have died fighting for 
the principles of this country is incal-
culable, but the least this Government 
can do is offer the family some degree 
of comfort and compensation without 
asking for a portion in a tax return. 
Nothing can replace a soldier, sailor, 
airman or marine who does not come 
home; however, at least we can offer 
compensation without tax. 

I fully support the Armed Forces Tax 
Fairness Act. However, I believe there 
are some other additional ideas that 
we, as the Senate, can adopt to im-
prove the lives of those serving in our 
military. As many of my colleagues are 
aware, our troops are accorded a tax 
exclusion when serving in designated 
combat zones. 

Earlier this year, I introduced legis-
lation that would expand those combat 
zones to provide additional exclusion 
when our troops are deploying to dan-
gerous areas around the globe. 

I believe the combat zones tax exclu-
sion should include the period in tran-
sit to that combat zone. By not sub-
jecting military personnel to Federal 
or State taxes for this transit time, we 
would be providing a necessary benefit 
for the dangers associated with enter-
ing a combat zone. Deploying to a com-
bat zone is a military operation that 
has its own set of dangers, from acci-
dents to the constant threat of ter-
rorist attack from the moment they 
leave their home port. And, our mili-
tary personnel, including officers, 
should be covered by the full extent of 
the combat zone tax provisions during 
this critical period. 

As we focus on the ongoing conflict 
in Iraq, I would like to remind my col-
leagues that we also have military per-
sonnel executing the war on terrorism. 
My legislation would also provide the 
proper tax breaks for service men and 
women serving on Operation Enduring 
Freedom in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 
and the Horn of Africa. We know that 
these two areas remain filled with dan-
ger and instability from terrorist 
threats, so the combat zone exclusion 
should also be applied to these duty 
stations. 

Many of my constituents know the 
dangers associated with operating in 
Guantanamo Bay. The soldiers of the 
2nd Battalion, 116th Infantry Regiment 
of the Virginia National Guard are 
serving in Cuba. They are playing an 
integral part in the war on terrorism 
and should be properly and fairly com-
pensated for that service without tax-
ation by the Federal Government dur-
ing their service at Guantanamo. 

I believe that personnel serving over-
seas in support of the global war on 

terror are performing duties at least as 
hazardous as those performed by per-
sonnel in some existing qualified haz-
ardous duty areas. 

As our Active, Guard and Reserve 
Armed Forces engage in a war with 
Iraq, while continuing our worldwide 
campaign against terrorism, it is vital 
that we do all we can to support the 
men and women who bear the burden of 
our defense and security. Passage of 
the Armed Forces Tax Fairness Act 
and the legislation I have introduced 
would further indicate to the brave 
men and women of the Armed Forces 
and their families that their service is 
of great value and their sacrifices are 
understood and appreciated by a grate-
ful Nation.

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

BENEDICT COLLEGE GOSPEL 
CHOIR WINS NATIONAL TITLE 

∑ Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, for 
the fourth time in as many years, the 
Gospel Choir of Benedict College in Co-
lumbia, SC, has won first place in the 
National Collegiate Choir Competition. 
This year the choir performed the 
‘‘Hallelujah Chorus’’ and gospel tunes 
such as ‘‘We Are At War’’ in the com-
petition held in New York City under 
the sponsorship of the Black Music 
Caucus of New York. 

The singers are not only fine musi-
cians, but they are outstanding mem-
bers of the community—many of them 
are preparing for some form of service 
to the church. Although this Senator 
cannot always carry a tune, having the 
best choir in the land is a source of 
great pride to me and my State, and I 
wish to congratulate all the singers 
and the choir’s director, Mr. Darryl 
Izzard.∑

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO ALMA ZWICK 
∑ Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I 
pay tribute to one of my constituents 
who is celebrating her retirement from 
the government of Camden County. 
Alma Zwick first joined county govern-
ment in 1978 as a Clerk Typist. On 
April 1 of this year she will officially 
retire as a Purchasing Expeditor. For 
25 years she has dedicated herself to 
helping her community be a better 
place. 

Ms. Zwick has also been involved 
civically in Haddon Township. 
Throughout the years she has served as 
Vice-President of the Haddon Township 
Democrat Club and as a Committee-
woman of the township. She has also 
been a member of the Haddon Town-
ship Rent Control Board and treasurer 
of the Haddonview Tenants’ Associa-
tion. 

Just as Alma Zwick has been dedi-
cated to her fellow citizens, she has 
also been dedicated to her family of 
three brothers, three sisters and 28 
nieces and nephews. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in sa-
luting Alma Zwick for her 25 years of 
service to Camden County.∑
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